
CHICAGO INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. 
T W E N T Y N O R T H W A C K E R D R I V E 

I L L I N O I S 

J A M E S C . T H O M P S O N , chairman 
June 12th, 1947. 

Mr. Otto Mayer, 
International Olympic Comm., 
Grand Hotel, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 

Dear Mr. Mayer, 

Greetings - from the Chicago Citizens 'Committee : 

As Chairman of that Committee, I join with the Mayor of the City of Chicago 
and with the 3,500,000 other Chicagoans in extending the city's cordial in­
vitation to the International Olympic Committee to hold the XVth Olympiad 
in Chicago. 

For the people of Chicago, for business, labor, industry and church united, 
I wish to offer these firm assurances: 

1. Chicago, fourth metropolis of the world, is ready NOW > 

In deliberating the advantages of one city against another as 
possible locations for the next Olympic games, you will agree, 
we are confident, that a city's readiness in every requirement 
is a paramount consideration. Here is what makes Chicago 
ready .' 

2. Chicago has the experience required. Here, in this host city, 
of the hemispheres, were held two of the most successful world's 
fairs ever conducted. Chicago is also the city that housed, fed 
and entertained more than 18,000,000 servicemen. 

3. Chicago has the resources and vast facilities required. 
Chicago is America 's hotel city, breadbasket, meat and steel met­
ropolis, toolmaker, railroad, highway and distribution center, com­
munications hub, sports , vacation and cultural capitol. To accom­
modate the Olympics, not a single new major installation would 
have to be made. Great sports arenas, ready now, seat 160,000 
spectators simultaneously. And Chicago's immense Great Lakes 
Naval Training Base would serve with distinction as a ready-made 
Olympic Village. 
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4. Chicago .. . . . . . . Chicago's record of tremendous attendance at athletic 
and cultural events is in part due to its geographical location and 
center of population in the United States; but more so to the wonder­
ful feeling that the peoples of Chicago hold for the ideals of clean 
sportsmanship, the cardinal principle of the International Olympic 
Committee. 

We believe that profits arising from the Olympiad held in Chicago 
would be between $2,000,000. and $3,000,000. 

Chicago, to further the fine work of the Olympic Committee will 
give the entire net profits of the Olympiad events to the Internation­
al Olympic Committee and to the United States Olympic Committee 
to help expand their activities throughout the world. 

As Chairman of the Chicago Committee I have given Mr. Avery 
Brundage carte blanche to arrange for distribution of all profits 
with your committee. 

Yes - we are ready now. This very day the Olympic Contests could begin 
in Chicago • 

Respectfully yours, 

JCT-.D / / James C. Thompson, 
Chairman. 

""ÎJ3. ^z/^L^-^T^^^^a^-*-^. 
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O F F I C E O F T H E MAYOR 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
MARTIN H. KENNELLY 

June 3, 1947 

Mr. Otto Mayer 
International Olympic Committee 
Stockholm, Sweden 

Dear Mr. Mayer: 

As Mayor of the City of Chicago, I have 
the honor to invite the International Olympic 
Committee to hold the XVth Olympiad in Chicago. 
To the Committee, and to the youth of the world, 
we extend the warmest of welcomes. 

In issuing this invitation I speak for 
the three and one-half million people of Chicago -
and for the city's representatives in business, 
labor, industry and church. 

Chicago has the facilities and the ex­
perience to entertain the thousands of contestants 
and the hundreds of thousands of spectators to the 
next Olympiad. 

Without any new major construction we have 
sports arenas now to accommodate 110,000 - 22,000 -
12,000 - 8,600 - and 6,500 persons simultaneously, 
as well as additional facilities for every type 
of athletic event. 

All these accommodations plus the enthusiasm 
for athletic competition and the traditional 
hospitality of the people of Chicago, make this 
the ideal site for the XVth Olympiad. I hope the 
Olympic Committee will agree with us. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor 

VHlßjwtfAiJ 
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Disclaimer for using IOC publications and e-documents 

“This content (the “Content”) is made available to you (“You”) by the 
International Olympic Committee (the “IOC”) for non-commercial, 
educational, research, analysis, review or reporting purposes only. The 
Content shall not be re-distributed, as made available to you by the IOC, in 
part or in whole, except to the extent that such content is a derivative work 
created by You. Re-distribution of compilations of the Content made 
available to you is expressly excluded. The IOC makes no warranties or 
representations about and assumes no liability for the information included 
in the Content, neither its accuracy nor completeness.  You agree to 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the IOC from and against all claims, 
losses, expenses, damages and costs, resulting from or arising out of your 
use or misuse of the Content, or any violation by you of these terms, which 
shall be governed, interpreted and construed by, under and pursuant to the 
laws of Switzerland, without reference to its principle of conflict of laws. You 
agree that any dispute, controversy or claim arising out of or in relation to 
the present Licence of Use shall be submitted to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the competent courts in Lausanne, Switzerland.” 

Château de Vidy, 1007 Lausanne, Switzerland | Tel +41 21 621 6111 | Fax +41 21 621 6216 | www.olympic.org 




